REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS: HHS COMMUNITY HEALTH AND WELL-BEING IMPACT AWARD

Purpose:
The College of Health and Human Sciences (HHS) invites applications for a Community Health and Well-Being Impact Award, with the goal of supporting applied work that translates the expertise of HHS faculty into meaningful, near-term improvements in the health and well-being of communities. Community health and well-being are intentionally defined broadly to include projects addressing physical, mental, social, economic, environmental, financial or other factors.

The award will support a high-impact project that is ready for rapid implementation. Competitive applications will identify a significant community need, clearly define the community that will benefit, and demonstrate how the proposed activities can be completed within the award period. 

Award:
Up to $50,000 will be awarded. All funds are spent by Friday, April 16, 2027. 

Eligibility:
The principal investigator must be an HHS faculty member. Collaborations, including those with external organizations, are encouraged when they strengthen the impact of the work.

Application Materials:
Applications should be concise and include:
1. Problem and Community Need: (1/2 page) Clearly identify the problem being addressed, the community or population affected, and why the need is important.
2. Proposed Approach: (1 page) Describe the activities that will be undertaken and how the proposed work will address the problem identified in the prior section.
3. Impact: (1/2 page) Describe the benefit that will be provided to the targeted community and the measurable outcomes expected from the project.
4. Readiness and Timeline: (1/2 page) Provide evidence that the project is positioned for rapid implementation and can be accomplished within the award period.
5. Budget and Justification: (as needed to effectively describe how the funds will be used and why they are needed) Provide a budget of up to $50,000 and explain how the requested resources are necessary to achieve the proposed impact.

Review Criteria:
Applications will be evaluated based on:
· Significance: Importance of the identified community health or well-being need.
· Potential impact: Magnitude and meaningfulness of the benefit.
· Approach: Alignment of the proposed strategy with the identified need.
· Readiness and Feasibility: Likelihood of completion within the funding period.
· Strategic Alignment: Alignment with the college's strategic plan.
· Use of Resources: Alignment of the budget with the proposed activities.

Timeline:
Applications due: Friday, September 18, 2026
Award decision: Friday, October 2, 2026
Award period begins: Friday, October 2, 2026
All funds must be expended: Friday, April 16, 2027
